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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Deaf Sir:: 

In compliance with Rules 1 .97 and 1 .98, it is respectfully requested that the references listed 
on the accompanying enclosed Form SB/08a be made of record and considered with respect to the 
above-referenced U. S. patent application. A copy of each reference is enclosed. 
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Referring to US Patents Cite No. I, 'US 5,1 16,691, the state-of-the-art character of 
interrnetallic eonipourids (intermetallics) is described at column t, lines 35-48 as follows: 

Isl^rmetdlie sompronds* fi^qeeiiEly referred to mm- ^ 
ply .as iate^melillks* mm soMpontids of ileitis fe&vixig 
pirttcolar sf ysial sftiKguftes wMcfe are different from 
those of the soniposent aeiils, Iatermeta|.fc§ fesve 
ordered a|OM distribution, .Alflicjugjb the bonding of 
intemetailfcs h still p^domiusntiy metafile bowleg f 40 
maifeMg ihtm kss brittle tbm o^mmms, they still tend to 
be brittle at ambient temperature. These ordered; mm- 
twm %mt over specific composition! ranges and exhibit 
hig'h melting points while having ilm poimtM for good ^ 
strengths despite having low dwetilities or fracture 
tDighpesses si ambienl femperMtrre, Typical interna 
talte fednds? TiAl, TkAi, MkAl mi NiAi 

Referring; to Non -Patent Literature Cite No. 1, Ordered Iotermetallics, certain basically 
accepted characteristics ofintermatallics are defined in the Introduction section that reads: 



ORDERED INTERM ETA.LUCS 
Mfwdttcti&n 

For ifee ps&i 15 yeats, ^as?<fers.bk effort to beers devoted m the study of 
oidexed ietefmelidii&s. i a unique #tss of metallic materials that form long- 
range ordered crystal siruetares below a crffef leBipewure in ttas solid 
state. Some of these ©rdtererf mterjnetallscs, especially those based oh 
alumnudtes and sitotes, possess mmy mxmim pmpettm .for structural 
uss at elevated temperatures in 'tm&fe mmmmtitim U~iM In general, 
the aNsnlmdes and silMdes eontaiis $if§$£»t aa&onass of alum»a«»i mi 
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silicOH t<& form, m mi&izipg smimmmRSs* opde scales %h&( m~t offers 
«<5t«js>«st mti p?ommrm, Thsm immrmmBm feavs rdMiwIj lew ikmky, 
high melting ]>0:mB 3 ptQd chapm&t eondvicwsay, m$ superb high-tem- 
per mm stxmg&x, Mmy toer JMtalto a yield strength aaem% 
(14-16), that is., tfofcir Mri&agih iiKamsss rather than decries wkk imi- 
pet mam.. As & mu% them mtsrmmMv^- m% prtjteulariy sailed for stru<;-. 
rural ap|>iiefed©J5s at devst?4 temperatures. 



Still further, the unique and well understood special characteristics of interrnatallics are further 
described in Non-Patent Literature Cite No. 2,.mmRMATmM>- Phases - MAlERJALsDEVELOiPMENTS 
AND PROSPECTS, where the following is explained: 

1 ijimdii^fers 
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The benefits, as well as challenges associated with working with mtermatallics are also 
appreciated by those skilled in the art as described in Non-Patent Literature Cite No 3, Materials - 
lN'f(-R\-!.\f/M j.k;. in which the following is disclosed: 

MATERIALS *§ 



Intermetallics 

Anikmw ¥, Giambi BMM 11977} 



im. 



|| ff«;k fMmkM KifsMistzl 



: 5|;-:bfiivkx[|:f si^ b*«n<k.r;«*. 
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Cite No. 4, The Promise of Inteim^taii;ic : , in which the following is disclosed: 



Ist^ermrsV^te -i/fr? <?s? %si?$%gth&t high 

: v ... s .^ X-.v.v V.v**.^^ .^V^v vv -Vv ^v<.v. 



i^XJ'^m Hum 



/N a >Sa-JV> 



if J isiS^iwiliWiS ^ 

ifwWiiif:;:::; iiiiiiiiifxifffff fi : ^\if\iii^'ii : :fiii- iirfiffi 
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In view of the disclosures of the included documents and the discussion above, it is readily 
apparent that the Office's abbreviated definition cfiimermatSlie as being " composed of t wo or more 
metals or of a metal and non-metar is not the definition that is applied by those persons skilled in the 
relevant art; further, the oversimplification at paragraph 9 of the Action dated 1 5 September 2006 is 
inaccurate - - the term "intermatalUc" connotes far more than merely being "two or more metals" as 
defined and explained hereinabove, 

**** * * ***** * * * 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over any of 
the infonnation provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior art, and/or 
to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation 
that a seareh has been made, or an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability, or that the information is analogous to the subject matter of the present 
invention,; or that no other material information exists. Further, the filing of this information 
disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against interest in any manner. Written 
notification that the enclosed references have been considered in their entirety by return of a copy of 
the enclosed form, completed by the Examiner, is respectfully requested, 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the mailing of a non-final 
Office Action, but is believed to be prior to a final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance. Pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R, § 1.97(e)(2), the $180.00 fee is being paid herewith. In the event any variance exists 
between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges, please charge or credit any difference to 
the undersigned' s Deposit Account No. 14-1437 . 
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In order to facilitate the resolution of any issues or questions presented by this paper, the 
Examiner may directly contact the undersigned by phone to further the discussion. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Tracy W. Druce, Esq. 
Reg. No. 35,493 
Novak, Druce & Quigg, LLP 
1000 Louisiana, Suite 5300 
Houston, Texas 77002 
(7 13) 571-3400 
(713) 456-2836 (fax) 
tracy.drues(j&noyakdrace,eom 
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